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Reconstructing the evidence

The Gunnister find is nationally important. His clothing is one of
the few complete outfits found in Britain belonging to an ‘ordinary’
person from this period. His purse features
the earliest physical example of ‘Fair Isle’
knitting in Shetland and the two tablets of
wood found with him are of a unique design.
Considering these items were buried for
around 250 years, their preservation is
incredible. During detailed study of the knitted
items individual stitches were recorded, down
to minor flaws made by the original knitter.

A partnership agreement between Shetland Amenity Trust and
National Museums Scotland has facilitated a closer working
relationship, including the loan and study of major artefacts.
Detailed study of the Gunnister finds has enabled the Shetland
Museum and Archives to commission a full set of replicas, and
uncovered more about the original items. These replicas, which
allow us to see what the artefacts looked like when the man died,
are displayed for the first time in the exhibition. Also on display are
all of the original finds which have not been displayed in Shetland
since they were discovered.
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Gunnister
Man
A life

reconstructed

Who was the man found a
Gunnister, Shetland? Ove




Coat

This coat and matching breeches are typical
c.1700 style. He wore a tattered jacket over this
garment; was it cold when he died?

Purse, coins and ribbon

His purse is the earliest evidence

of patterned knitting in Shetland. It
contained Dutch and Swedish coins plus
some silk ribbon.

Spoon and knife
He carried a horn spoon

and a wooden handled
knife, with an iron blade
which had rusted away.

Rivlins
He wore hide shoes like these over his
heavily-patched socks.

Hat and gloves

Little of the man survived, however his
hat and gloves contained his hair and

fingernails.

Tub

This small tub was secured
by wooden hoops, did it
contain his food for the
journey?

Horn & Quill

Is this equipment for
writing, taking snuff,
or something else?

Tablet

These tablets of wood have
a unique design and so the
purpose is unknown, could
it be the tub lid or an early
writing board?




